Study Guide: Bring Them to Jesus, Part 2: A Lesson from a Shepherd

A. Parenting 101—a lesson from Isaac and Rebekah: Do favor one child over another.

B.

We should not lead our young or older children to deceive others. Rather, we should lead
them to be honest and tell the

“God had declared that Jacob should receive the birthright, and His word would have been
fulfilled in His own time had they in faith for Him to work for them. But like many
who now profess to be children of God, they were unwilling to leave the matter in His hands”
(Ellen G. White, Patriarchs and Prophets, pg. 180).

Don’t let conflicts with others drag on for years, rather be by trying to

solve them as as possible. Ephesians 4:26 says, “‘Be angry, and do not sin’: do
not let the sun go down on your wrath.” God calls us to solve our conflicts without sinning,

without abuse or violence, without name-calling or shouting.

Jacob’s story from Genesis 32-33 is a powerful story of and and
persevering with God. A story of and forgiveness.

“But Jacob said to him, ‘My lord knows that the are weak....Please let my
lord go on ahead before his servant. I will lead on at a pace which the
livestock that go before me, and the children, are able to , until I come to my

lord in Seir’” (Genesis 33:13-14).
“Many a husband and father might learn a helpful lesson from the of the

faithful shepherd. Jacob, when urged to
“How rich would you be if you received $100 for each behavior you practiced during the past
week?” Then Nancy Van Pelt lists 16 behaviors or actions for fathers:

I greeted my child with a smile or a kiss when I came home from work.
I admired aloud something my child made with his [her] hands.

I complimented my child on work well done.

I praised my child’s efforts at school.

I had a one-on-one talk with my child.

I played with my child when I came home from work.

I went to church with my child.

I worked alongside my child to complete some task.

9. Ilistened to my child tell a story without 1nterrupt1ng

10. I showed courtesy by saying “Please,” “Thank you,” or “Excuse me.”
11. I asked permission before I used my child’s things.

12. I took time to answer my child’s questions.
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13. I exposed my child to an opportunity to learn good music.
14. I taught my child to use tools and equipment correctly.

15. I talked with my child about sex and reproduction.

16. I showed my child’s mother that I love and respect her.
(Train Up a Child: A Guide to Successful Parenting, pg. 203).

Answers: not, truth, waited, peacemakers, quickly, prayer, pleading, repentance, children, slowly, endure,
carefulness, husband, father, support
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I smiled at my child.

I read or told my child a story.

I tucked my child in bed with a kiss.

I gave my child a hug.

I told my child of God’s love for him/her.

I allowed my child to help with such chores as baking, cleaning, and shopping.
I thanked my child for helping me.

I called attention to an occasion when my child was courteous.

9. Ithanked my child for not interrupting when I was talking.

10. I encouraged family togetherness by planning a special family activity.
11. I disciplined my child with love even though I was angry.

12. I made mealtime fun as well as nutritious.
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13. I showed respect for my child’s belongings.

14. I allowed my child the privilege of making a decision rather than making it for him/her.

15. I was home to greet my child after school.

16. I showed love and respect for my child’s father.” (Train Up a Child: A Guide to
Successful Parenting, pg. 204).

Answers: not, truth, waited, peacemakers, quickly, prayer, pleading, repentance, children, slowly, endure,
carefulness, husband, father, support



